The state of poverty in Tempe, Arizona

In September, 2011, the Census Bureau released new poverty data on 2010 poverty levels, income and
other demographic indicators. The federal poverty guideline for a family of four remains at $22,350.
Tempe’s population is calculated at 161,719. Tempe is primarily white (73%), with Hispanic origins

(21%). The following data is related only to the City of Tempe:
Poverty — Families and our Children
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Increases from
last census:

Families: 79%

Individuals: 36%

The census also indicates that 38% of children under the age of 18 are below the poverty level in

Tempe — 16.8% of our total population is under 18 years, so the number of children in poverty would

be approximately 10,447.

Percentages of children ages 5-17 in families living in poverty:
Kyrene: 9.1%
Tempe Elementary 28.9%

Poverty — Individuals
Overall percentage 26%

Number of People: 39,965 26% of Tempe’s population — this represents a 36% increase from 20009.

Approximately 16% of Tempe’s population does not have health insurance.

Poverty — Adults over 65: 3% of Tempe’s population. This is the fastest growing population in the
community. The new 50+ population (boomers) will look at services and volunteering differently. There
are currently no community centers/libraries/cultural outlets in South Tempe where many boomers are

living.




Tempe Housing: One indicator of poverty is how many people pay 30% or more for their housing costs.
Tempe has a higher rate of renter-occupied units than the national average of 35%. The average rent in
Tempe has increased fromS806 in 2003 to $936 in 2011 for a two-bedroom apartment.

Paying 30% or more for housing

® Owner

B Renter

55% of housing
units in Tempe
are renter —
occupied

Hunger — Arizona is the 7th worst state in food hardships for families with children. Nearly 30% report
food insecurity. According to the March, 2011 report from the Arizona Department of Education
regarding free and reduced lunch percentages, the following are for Tempe’s three districts:

Tempe Elementary: 73%
Tempe Union: 62%
Kyrene Elementary: 27%

Tempe Community Action Agency’s food pantry has experienced a 30% increase in the number of
families seeking assistance over the past two years.

The Opportunity: Increasing the health and stability of families is an essential element of a successful
strategy to reduce poverty. Access to health care, assistance for housing and food expenses goes a long
way to provide for their families. TCAA’s mission is to improve the quality of life for the underserved.
We do this through many of our programs, including the food pantry, Escalante Community Garden,
homeless prevention assistance, the Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging Program, and meals for the
elderly and disabled. This past year, TCAA opened a career center in partnership with Maricopa
Workforce Connections to help our clients find good jobs. The Escalante Community Garden was built
through numerous partnerships to provide nutritious foods through our pantry and to teach the children
at Thew School (90% free & reduced lunch rate) where food comes from and break the cycle of poverty.
Thank you for supporting Tempe Community Action Agency as we address the needs in our community.
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