
 

 

 

Minutes of the ASU Undergraduate Student Government (USG) City Council Forum held on Monday, April 27, 2015, 6:00 
p.m., at the University Club, 425 East University Drive, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mayor Mark W. Mitchell  
Councilmember David Schapira 

 
Vice Mayor Corey D. Woods 
Councilmember Kolby Granville 
 

COUNCILMEMBERS ABSENT:  

Councilmember Robin Arredondo-Savage Councilmember Joel Navarro 

Councilmember Lauren Kuby  
 
USG REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT: 

Jake Jelinek, Community and Local Affairs Director 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT: 

Judi Baumann, City Attorney Brigitta M. Kuiper, City Clerk  
Elizabeth Higgins, Mayor/City Council Chief of Staff Tony Cani, Mayoral Aide 
 
Jake Jelinek, ASU Undergraduate Student Government Community and Local Affairs Director, called the Forum to 

order at 6:07 p.m. and welcomed attendees.  He introduced Mayor Mitchell, Vice Mayor Woods, Councilmembers 

Granville and Schapira, and City staff in attendance. 

 

Plastic Bag Legislation 
Mr. Jelinek introduced the topic of plastic bag use, noting that Senate Bill 1241 prohibits the City from passing an ordinance 
that bans a tax on, or use of, plastic bags.   
 

Councilmember Schapira stated that the plastic bag issue has been championed by Councilmember Kuby.  He explained that 
the legislature’s action prevents the City from passing an ordinance regarding the use of plastic bags.  Mayor Mitchell stated 
that he currently serves as President of the Arizona League of Cities and Towns.  One of the League’s missions is to 
preserve local control.  The City was only at the discussion stage regarding plastic bags when the legislature preempted local 
control on this issue.  The City is working to get stakeholders involved to voluntarily provide discounts or other incentives, as 
a ban on plastic bags can no longer be mandated.  Vice Mayor Woods noted that there may be the ability to work with 
businesses to influence their decisions regarding plastic bag use.  As an example, CVS Pharmacy voluntarily stopped selling 
tobacco products, as it conflicted with their mission of health and health-related products.   
 

Smoking in a Vehicle with Children Present – Secondary Offense 
Mr. Jelinek asked Councilmembers to discuss how the proposed ordinance will impact drivers in Tempe. 
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Councilmember Schapira stated that he worked for six years in the legislature to enact legislation regarding smoking in a 
vehicle with children present; many states and cities in the United States have adopted similar legislation.  Currently, Arizona 
does not allow smoking in restaurants, but it is permissible to smoke in a confined vehicle with minors present.  The proposed 
ordinance is a Citywide ban of smoking with a minor, anyone under the age of 18, in a vehicle. He explained the penalties 
and the option of attending a smoking cessation program, for the first offense.   
 

Councilmembers answered questions and discussed various issues surrounding government involvement in people’s rights 
and personal liberties; discretion of police officers to enforce the law; the ordinance outlines this as a secondary offense; 
reasonable suspicion is necessary for police officers to make a traffic stop; and, probable cause is necessary to issue a 
citation.  It is the “act of smoking” that is prohibited. Discussion continued regarding the public hearing process and timeline 
for ordinance adoption, tobacco cessation programs, invasion of personal rights and freedoms vs. infringing on the rights of 
others, harmful effects of secondhand smoke, and minors smoking in cars, which is against the law.  Electronic cigarettes are 
included in the proposed ordinance as the City of Tempe currently prohibits the use of e-cigarettes in restaurants and bars. 
 

Tempe Streetcar Project 
Mr. Jelinek introduced the streetcar topic and outlined the streetcar route from Rio Salado Parkway, Mill Avenue, around 
Gammage Auditorium, and east on Apache Boulevard.  He questioned how this project will benefit the citizens of Tempe; will 
the project generate jobs in Tempe and will the project alleviate traffic congestion.   
 

Mayor Mitchell described the streetcar project.  The City has received federal and local matching funds for the project.  
Tempe is in the process of submitting a grant application to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Small Starts program to 
seek additional funding for the program.  It is an expensive project and there is currently a $22 million funding gap.  The 
streetcar will spur economic development similar to how light rail transformed Apache Boulevard.  The streetcar is a regional 
project that will connect to light rail.  Tempe is the first city in the Valley to pass a transit tax that does not sunset; this tax 
generates a dedicated revenue source that has been committed to the operation of the streetcar.  The streetcar will impact 
the Stadium District and the State Farm development.  Tempe is competing with various communities across the United 
States for a project of this nature.  The bigger challenge on a federal level is that transportation funding is not sustainable. 
 

Councilmembers answered questions and discussed various matters regarding the streetcar project including the size of the 
streetcar, the current route and the possibility of extending the route to Tempe Marketplace using public/private partnership 
funding, hours of operation, how fixed route lines spur economic development and represent a reinvestment in the 
community, impacts on Mill Avenue traffic flow, and connectivity.  Discussion continued regarding the vision for Tempe, 
renewed interest in an urban life style, the character of Mill Avenue, comparisons to Orbit and Flash transit options which are 
free of charge, and cost recovery for the streetcar project.  Councilmembers explained that public transit systems typically do 
not generate revenue; there are other benefits such as economic development, increased tax revenue, and providing multi-
modal transportation alternatives.  In response to questions, issues such as advertising, fares, and operations have not been 
determined at this time. 
 

Revitalizing Bike Transportation 
Mr. Jelinek noted that Councilmember Granville has been a champion of bicycle transportation issues in Tempe, and asked 
him to provide information on biking in Tempe. 
 

Councilmember Granville stated that the City of Tempe was the first city in Arizona to install a bike lane; now the City has 
over 150 miles of bike lanes.  Tempe is rated 17th in the nation as a bike friendly city and ASU’s ranking for bicycling has also 
increased. Transportation is about moving people, not just cars; walking, biking, and public transit, are part of a transportation 
system.  Bike lanes are important and Tempe uses various methods such as barriers, curbs, stamped concrete/bricks, 
separation with a path, or striping.  Tempe participates each year in a Bike Counts Program to determine the number of 
bicyclists and the cost/benefit ratio of bike amenities.  Mayor Mitchell explained that Tempe is considered a 20-minute city, 
allowing individuals to travel anywhere in the City in 20 minutes, either by walking, biking, public transit, or by vehicle.  In 
response to a question, Tempe plans to implement a Bike Sharing Program and is partnering with the cities of Phoenix and 
Mesa to provide connectivity. 
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Transaction Privilege Tax on the Sale of Food for Home Consumption 
Mr. Jelinek, asked Councilmembers if Tempe will follow Phoenix’s lead to abolish the sales tax on food, and if so, how will 
Tempe recoup the revenue loss.  
 

Councilmember Granville stated that even if Councilmembers agree to abolish the sales tax on food, a vote of the people will 
need to occur.  The City sales tax rate is currently 1.8%.  The sales tax rate would need to be increased to 1.92% to generate 
the additional revenue needed if the food tax was eliminated.  Although many Arizona cities have a tax on food, it is not 
common in the United States to do so.  Police, fire, or transportation services, would not be impacted. 
 

Veterans Issues 
Mr. Jelinek asked Councilmembers to discuss programs Tempe has developed to facilitate a healthy climate for veterans in 
the community. 
 

Vice Mayor Woods explained that last year the City established a Tempe Veterans Commission to study veteran’s issues and 
recently issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for a high-quality, affordable, Veterans housing project, specifically for 
women veterans and their families.  He reviewed components of the project, to be located on 8th Street, west of the Four 
Peaks brewery.  Mayor Mitchell stated that Tempe is the first city in Arizona to be designated as a Veterans Friendly 
Community; Tempe has established a Veterans Court; in partnership with the Rio Salado Foundation, Tempe funded the 
Tempe Veterans Memorial located at Tempe Beach Park; and, Tempe hosts the annual Pat Tillman Run.  Councilmember 
Schapira noted that Tempe has many partners that assist with veteran’s issues, including ASU.  President Crow has made 
various changes at ASU to assist veterans; ASU is now ranked in the top five universities in the United States for veterans. 
 

In response to questions, Judi Baumann, City Attorney, explained how the Veteran’s Court operates and the services it 
provides.   Vice Mayor Woods explained that research indicates that female veterans often get overlooked where veteran’s 
services are concerned. 
 

Mr. Jelinek thanked students for attending the forum.  Mayor Mitchell encouraged students to get engaged with the 
community and noted that there is a polling place on the ASU campus.  City government is the closest form of government to 
the people; it impacts people’s everyday lives by providing basic services such as streets, water/wastewater, and parks, 
which contribute to the quality of life in Tempe. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  

 
I, Brigitta M. Kuiper, the duly-appointed City Clerk of the City of Tempe, Maricopa County, Arizona, do hereby certify the 
above to be the minutes of the ASU Undergraduate Student Government (USG) Hosts a City Council Forum held on April 27, 
2015, in Tempe, Arizona. 
 
        _____________________________  
                                                                  Mark W. Mitchell, Mayor 
ATTEST:  
 
 
_____________________________  
Brigitta M. Kuiper, City Clerk 


