
 

 

To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Wulf Grote, Director of Planning & Development, Valley Metro 

   Eric Iwersen, Principal Planner, City of Tempe 

Cc:     Shelly Seyler, Deputy Public Works Director, City of Tempe 

 

Date: January 8, 2015  

Re: Tempe Streetcar – January 8, 2015 Issue Review Session 

 

This memorandum provides a summary of the content to be shared with City Council at the Issue Review 

Session scheduled for January 8, 2015.  

Public Involvement 

Valley Metro and the city of Tempe hosted a public meeting on December 1 at the Tempe Transportation 

Center with over 90 stakeholders in attendance.  Door hangers, advertisements and email notices were used 

to notify residents to the public meeting. The meeting provided an update and prompted discussion on the 

modified route, proposed stop locations and traffic configuration and potential vehicle size and propulsion 

system.  The meeting also provided an opportunity for stakeholders to assist in determining issues related to 

the federally-required Environmental Assessment (EA) for the project.  A survey was distributed to gauge 

project elements and their order of importance. The survey was available on the project website and 

comments were received through January 5, 2015. 

 

Staff also made presentations to the Downtown Temp e Authority, Transportation Commission, 

Transportation & Governance Committee of the Tempe Chamber of Commerce and Arizona State 

University. Staff will continue to reach out to stakeholders and the community for feedback as well as 

make presentations at requested neighborhood or stakeholder meetings.  

Valley Metro and Tempe staff will provide additional information on the following items: 

• Stop Locations – Valley Metro and Tempe staff will discuss recommendations for proposed streetcar 

stop locations with Council. The proposed stop locations were reviewed with the public on December 

1, 2014. Meeting participants were asked to provide feedback on the proposed stop locations (refer 

to attached feedback form). Information was also shared online, with the opportunity to provide 

input. Initial findings include: 

– Overall, public comments received are supportive of planned stop locations. 

– Overall public comments on proposed locations were positive. Specific comments were 

received on a stop more proximate to Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital and more proximate to the 

ASU campus at Paseo del Saber.  

o Staff recommends that McAllister stop be moved to Paseo del Saber.  

o Staff recommends that a stop to serve Tempe St. Luke’s be addressed in a future 

phase. 
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• Propulsion Systems – Valley Metro and Tempe staff will discuss the recommendation for the use of 

an on-wire propulsion system along the entire streetcar alignment with Council. Propulsion systems 

and technologies were also reviewed with the public on December 1. Public responses received 

include the following: 

– A majority of the comments received indicate support for a proven on-wire streetcar 

technology and the use of a smaller vehicle in scale with the downtown area.    

 

• Vehicle Size - Valley Metro and Tempe staff will seek direction on a preferred vehicle type while 

requesting that the size of the vehicle continue to be explored and ultimately selected later in 2015. 

Work is currently underway to evaluate the appropriate streetcar vehicle size to ensure sufficient 

passenger capacity, special events, accommodation of bicycles on the vehicle and at stops, stop 

design specifications relative to street block space, American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

requirements related vehicle access, maintenance and storage, streetscape scale, and downtown 

Tempe scale and character. Public responses received include the following: 

– Overall, public comments received are supportive of a smaller vehicle. 

 

In addition to the items addressed above, staff will discuss forthcoming project efforts to evaluate specific 

track location in the street on Rio Salado Parkway and Apache Boulevard; and traffic impacts related to 

streetcar operations along Mill Avenue between University Drive and Rio Salado Parkway. Staff will also 

provide Council with a general update on the project’s overall progress to date, highlighting efforts to reduce 

costs and create economies of scale. 

Table 5 below (see entire report in attachment 1), is from the 2011 Streetcar Traffic Study and demonstrates 

that a streetcar operating at 10 minute frequency during peak travel does not alter the level of service rating 

for all stops along Mill Avenue in the downtown corridor.  

 

Summary of Recommendations 

At the January 8, 2015 Council Issue Review Session, staff will be requesting Council action and direction on 

the following project elements: 

• Support of the proposed stop locations  

• Support  the use of a wired propulsion system along the entire streetcar alignment 
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• Initial feedback on  vehicle size 
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Dec. 1, 2014 Public Meeting Questionnaire 
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