
Gear up for Geeks’ Night Out – The Science of Fun 
 
Tempe is known for its technology companies, its entrepreneurial and innovative spirit, and 
groundbreaking research at Arizona State University and many other colleges. And, of course, if there’s 
one thing Tempe knows, it’s how to throw a party.  
 
In partnership with the Downtown Tempe Community, Arizona State University, LaunchSpot and Tempe 
Maker Bench, join us for Geeks’ Night Out – the Science of Fun. We’re blending science, technology and 
fun to celebrate the Arizona SciTech Festival. Best of all, everything is free. 
 
Come to Mill Avenue on Feb. 16 from 6 to 9 p.m. for a very special Third Thursday, themed to bring out 
the curiosity within. There’s science behind everything you love and we want to show you how it works. 
From science fiction to the business of science and everything in between, we’re celebrating how the 
world works. Join us. It’s fun, smart and very Tempe.  
 

Fun. 
Phasers vs. Light Sabers? 
Square off in the Pop Culture Paradise Beat the Geek competition. Topic:  Star Trek vs. Star Wars. Win 
cool prizes with your supreme knowledge. We’ll take submitted questions to be considered for the 
battle of knowledge – email them to morethancomics@yahoo.com  
 
Look up!  
Learn more about stars, galaxies, nebulae and other celestial objects with ASU’s  astronomy program. If 
conditions are right, you might spy the Rings of Saturn, a flare star or a globular cluster through one of 
their telescopes.  
 
ROBOTS!  
The Fulton School of Engineering at ASU is adding to the celebration with events at the Brickyard that 
are guaranteed to intrigue and could include a sampling of the many programs the school is known for, 
such as robot building and the Decision Theater. Details are pending. 
 
Ghostly Fun 
The Allied Paranormal Investigations Team will be at MADCAP showing the equipment they use in 
researching potential hauntings. They’ll lead a tour of Monti’s Restaurant, reported to be haunted, at 8 
p.m., if you sign up with them at their booth. The Arizona Ghostbusters may join in the fun, too.  
 
Makerville for Kids of all Ages 
Bring the kids for Makerville, sponsored by Tempe Maker Bench, where they can try out tools used in 
manufacturing and building gadgets.  
 
Brainiac Walk  
Dress like your favorite inventor, invention or science project gone wrong or show off your Star Trek and 
Star Wars gear. Harkins is offering up prizes for great costumes.  Strut your scientific stuff in front of 
MADCAP Theater and we’ll post your photo on our Flickr page.  
 
 
 

http://azscitechfest.org/
http://www.alliedparanormalinvestigations.com/about


Food n Beverage 
Like to eat? From beans and bananas to brews, we’ll show you how food happens - from compost in the 
field to groceries on the table. We’ll have a homebrew beer competition judged by Tempe’s best 
microbreweries. Try some of their craft beers while they judge what you might have brewed in your 
garage.  And listen to music by bands with science backgrounds while you chew.  
 
Aligning the Stars 
Get your numerology or astrological readings inside Mill Avenue restaurants. Look for signs the night of 
the event. Don’t forget to cross the palm of your reader.  
 

Smart.  
LaunchSpot Innovators Area presented by ASU Venture Catalyst 
If you’re an inventor, you can show off your idea to someone who might help you bring it to market. A 
team of high-powered entrepreneurs, attorneys and marketing gurus will award expertise and 
potentially venture capital to the best inventions and concepts to help bring them to market. Only the 
10 best ideas will get to present. Tempe’s incubator, LaunchSpot, will review applications to narrow 
down the field to the top contenders. Get your application online at 
http://www.tempe.gov/business/scitechfest/ 
 
Success Panel 
A panel of well-known entrepreneurs will share the stories of their success and what it takes to become 
a business leader today. We’ll announce our prestigious panel members on our website soon.  
 
Science Thursday 
Hear renowned science writers from ASU talk about their books and buy science-oriented books for all 
ages from Changing Hands Books.  
 
Check on your MOM and POP  
Discover the science of healthy living with a variety of healthcare  booths in front of MADCAP Theater. 
Sign up now for check-ups with Mobile Onsite Mammography (MOM) and Prostate On-Site Project 
(POP) and to donate blood with United Blood Services. Not only will you feel healthier, you can learn 
how these processes work.  
 

Very Tempe. 
Are you a Tempe company with a science bend? We invite you to join us at MADCAP Theater. Bring your 
own booth – nothing bigger than a folding table, please, and show how your product works. There is no 
charge, but you must preregister. Contact  Kris Baxter-Ging (480 858-2059) kris_baxter@tempe.gov or 
Amanda Nelson (480 350-2707) amanda_nelson@tempe.gov to reserve your spot.     
 
Want to learn more about the Arizona SciTech Festival? http://azscitechfest.org/ 
TWITTER HASHTAG for the event: #GEEKTEMPE  

http://www.tempe.gov/business/scitechfest/
mailto:amanda_nelson@tempe.gov

