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To: Tempe City Council (for the public record) 
From: Nori Muster, real estate agent and Lakes resident 
Date: December 2, 2015 
Re. Lake Country Village  
 
The Lakes of Tempe is the first lakefront master-planned community in the 
Valley and remains the gold standard for manmade lake communities. The Lakes 
is one of the top Character Areas in Tempe, and has the most to gain—or lose—
depending on how Lake Country Village is developed. 
 
A major goal for Lakes residents is to create more walkable areas. The original 
plan for Lake Country Village would establish a mixed-use, landscaped 
community. We want to thank the City for holding the developer responsible to 
build something of the same quality.  
 
If this plan is as good as the City and the developer say it is, Lakes residents will 
walk to Lake Country Village to shop and stroll, and Lake Country residents will 
walk down Lakeshore Drive to catch sunsets and lake views from the bridge. 
Lake Country residents can also walk to nearby shopping, banking, and 
restaurants. Adding a new walkable center of this caliber will raise Tempe’s 
ranking on the list of great places to live. 
 
The Lakes of Tempe is about to receive a public art sculpture, thanks to a 
Marianne Corder Neighborhood Grant. Within the next few months, a delicate 
Corten weathering steel egret will appear on Lakeshore Drive in front of the 
Lakes clubhouse. The egret, by public artist Lyle London, will become the 
landmark for this Character Area. We are doing our part to maintain and 
improve the character of our neighborhood. We thank the City for working with 
us to maintain the integrity of our community intact. 
 
Regarding your Exhibit D list of Prohibited Uses, it seems too restrictive to me. 
Recreational marijuana may become legal in Arizona within the next several 
election cycles, like it is now in Alaska, Colorado, Oregon, and Washington. 
Marijuana is no more harmful than alcohol, and may someday be sold to adults 
in the same venues where alcohol is sold. When this happens, Lake Country 
Villages should be allowed to participate by allowing commercial establishments 
within the development to legally sell marijuana without having to go back to 
the City for further negotiations on the agreement. 
 



1

From: Susan Niernberg 
Sent: Friday, December 04, 2015 8:40 AM
To: planning
Subject: Lake Country Village

I would like to register my concerns about the apartment development proposed for Baseline and Lakeshore.  I live in 
The Lakes, an active community with over 1200 homes (yes, we matter). 
 
 There are very few parcels of land left in Tempe.  It's one thing to just go with what's expedient, but at this juncture in 
Tempe's life as a city it seems prudent to research what other cities are doing to attract families and residents.   
 
Look at the attractive, small quaint neighborhoods in Portland OR, the Plaza in K. C. , Denver or even in our backyard, 
Arcadia!  These are well thought out neighborhoods with local shops, coffee shops, local grocers, and restaurants (not 
chain), walkways/small parks/ water features or fountains.  These amenities encourage the "neighborhood" to mingle, 
walk, and enjoy.   
 
More apartments, Big Lots, and fast food restaurants bring down home values and only discourage a neighborhood feel.  
With the number of apartments in our "neighborhood" now our crime rates continue to escalate with gangs and drugs 
slowly encroaching our streets in The Lakes. 
 
Please make sure, if these apartments do proceed that other amenities are added, such as the walkways, water 
fountains, local coffee shops, great architecture etc.  The  property on the east side of Lakeshore could also use some 
improvements....the City of Tempe could help by supporting "neighborhood" multi‐use and architectural updates. 
 
I am an active resident in my community.  I have organized Neighborhood Watch captains on every street in The Lakes, 
first to promote safety and second to promote a strong community.  Please let me know if I can be of service as you 
move forward. 
 
Susan Klein Niernberg 
Cell:    
    
 



Nori Muster  
 P.O. BOX , MESA, AZ 85274 

 
 
 
 
  
To: Tempe City Council (for the public record) 
From: Nori Muster, real estate agent and Lakes resident 
Date: December 10, 2015 
Re. Lake Country Village  
 
I attended the December 3 City Council meeting regarding the settlement with 
Tempe Investors, LLC. Speaking for myself, I was positively impressed with the 
proposed settlement. 
 
The Lakes of Tempe is the first waterfront community in the Valley and remains 
the gold standard for manmade lake communities. My concerns in this situation 
were to create more walkable areas and maintain lower population density 
around our perimeter. The proposed settlement would establish a mixed-use, 
walkable community, thus achieving these goals. I was also in favor of the plan 
outlined by David Sellers, LGE Design Build. Other Lakes residents present at 
the meeting expressed similar appreciation. 
 
Therefore, I want to thank the City and the City Attorney for negotiating this 
settlement, and express my support for the settlement. 
 
I would also like to reiterate my belief that marijuana should be deleted from 
Exhibit D, Prohibited Uses. Also, many of us would like the developers to 
maintain a security guard to look after the development. Lakes residents are also 
interested in traffic calming curves south of the bridge, in front of the clubhouse, 
and at Driftwood Drive. This would discourage new Lake Country Village 
residents from speeding through our community to pick up and drop off their 
children at the schools along Lakeshore Drive.  
 
Thank you once again for your responsible and effective stewardship of this 
situation. If the development turns out as promised, it will be an asset to the 
developer, The Lakes, and the City. 
 










