
 
 

 

CITY OF TEMPE Council Meeting Date:   08/13/2015 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION Agenda Item:  5A1 
 

 
ACTION:  Approve a Right-of-Way Encroachment Agreement between the City of Tempe and Cox Communications 
Arizona, LLC for the placement of Wi-Fi Access Points (antennas) within the right-of-way.  This item was continued from the 
June 11, 2015, June 25, 2015, and July 30, 2015 Regular Council Meetings.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Cox Communications Arizona, LLC will be assessed $2,000 on an annual basis for the Wi-Fi Access 
Point Encroachment Permit.  Because internet access service is not a cable service, this fee will not be offset against the 
cable license fees that Cox pays to the City under its cable license.    
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the Right-of-Way Encroachment Agreement. 

    
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Cox Communications, LLC (“Cox”) has recently installed Wi-Fi Access Points (“APs”) 
throughout the City of Tempe in the right-of-way (ROW).  The APs are radio antennas that enable Cox to provide wireless 
internet access services. 
 
This Agreement will formalize the permitting program and the process for installing such APs. The AP antenna fits within a 
fifteen inch (15”) cube and is either placed entirely within a ground pedestal that is part of Cox’s existing cable system or is 
connected directly to and mounted at the same height as one of Cox’s aerial horizontal conductors in its cable system.   
 
Cox has agreed to pay a blanket fee of $2,000 annually for the encroachment permit which covers the installation and 
maintenance/repair of all the AP sites within the City. The initial payment will be made by July 1, 2015 and no later than 
January 1 of the subsequent years. 
 
Cox has agreed to provide the number of APs and a detailed map showing the locations of all APs deployed as of May 1, 
2015.  In addition, each quarter thereafter (starting October 2015), Cox will provide an updated detailed map showing the 
locations of all APs deployed while clearing identifying any changes to number or location made from the prior quarter.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:   Right-of-Way Encroachment Agreement. 
          
STAFF CONTACT(S):  Andy Goh, Deputy Public Works Director/City Engineer, (480) 350-8896      
 
Department Director:  Don Bessler, Public Works Director 
Legal review by:  Jenae Naumann, Assistant City Attorney 
Prepared by:  Wendy Springborn, Engineering Services Manager 


