
 

 

 
 

 

CITY OF TEMPE Council Meeting Date: 10/16/2014 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION Agenda Item:  5A3 
 

 
ACTION:  Approve the transfer of budget appropriation from General Fund Contingency, to Public Works Administration, 
for unplanned expenditures associated with the transition of Rio Salado Golf Course to an urban agricultural garden facility 
operated by Singh Organic Soils, LLC. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The amount of the transfer of fiscal year 2014/15 General Fund Contingency, appropriated in cost 
3580, to the Public Works General Fund Administration cost center 3210 is $112,316. No increase in overall City budget 
appropriation is being requested. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Authorize the transfer of budget appropriation from the General Fund Contingency. 

    
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  As the result of a 1988 agreement between Flood Control District of Maricopa County 
(FCDMC) and the City of Tempe, the City is responsible for upkeep and maintenance of the 63-acre property owned by the 
FCDMC, and located in the Indian Bend Wash.  Since 1988, the City of Tempe has leased the land to various parties to 
operate a public golf course, undertake maintenance of the land, and maintain the proper flood control channel.  Most 
recently, the City entered into a lease agreement with Singh Organic Soils to develop and operate the property for uses to 
include demonstration gardens, farmers markets, educational laboratories, and/or arboretums. 
 
While it is the City’s intent to assign responsibility for both short and long term costs of operating and maintaining the 
FCDMC property to the current lessee, the transition process has revealed two conditions which require the City’s immediate 
attention.  
 

• Pump Station Replacement – Key components of the existing system for delivering water to turf and landscaped 
areas on the property failed within the first month of operation by the new vendor. Public Works staff has evaluated 
the system, obtained quotes from several qualified vendors on the City’s on-call list for this type of work, and 
recommends installation of a new pump station, including pumps, piping, motors, control panels, and 
instrumentation. The recommended overhaul will result in a significantly more energy and water efficient delivery 
system.  The estimated cost of the work is $100,316. 
 

• Ancillary Building Roof Repair – An inspection revealed the need for a complete tear off and new roof covering on a 
building which previously housed golf course equipment.  The City’s roofing contractor has evaluated the roof and 
estimates the repair costs at approximately $12,000.  

Given the City’s past and future potential operating and maintenance responsibilities for the FCDMC property as outlined 
above, commissioning these repairs at this point in time facilitates the development of a unique urban open space 
environment in Tempe, and positions the City to meet its maintenance obligations in the future, should the current use of the 
property change. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   None 

          
STAFF CONTACT(S):  John Osgood, Deputy Public Works Director, Field Operations, (480) 350-8949.  
 
Department Director:  Don Bessler, Public Works Director 
Legal Review By:  Chuck Cahoy, Deputy City Attorney 
Prepared By: John Osgood, Deputy Public Works Director, Field Operations 


