
The Tempe City Council is committed to: 
 

1. Ensuring a safe and secure community through a commitment to public safety and justice.  
2. Developing and maintaining a strong community connection by emphasizing the importance of open government, 

customer service and communication with community members.  
3. Enhancing the quality of life for all Tempe residents and workers through investment in neighborhoods, parks, 

the arts, human services, and city amenities, with an emphasis on equity and diversity. 
4. Implementing sustainable growth and development strategies, including improving Tempe’s public transit system 

to meet future needs, by actively seeking innovative technologies and leading the way in creating a more 
sustainable community. 

5. Maintaining long term financial stability and vitality by focusing on economic development, business retention 
and generating employment to create a robust and diverse economic base. 

 

                                  
 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (COW)  Meeting Date:  08/11/2016  
New Item for Review and Consideration  Agenda Item:  4B2  
 
 
Issue Description:  Explore the feasibility of implementing ordinances and programs, such as an anti-tethering ordinance 
and a low-cost spay/neuter program, which would improve the quality of life for companion animals in Tempe.  
 
Presented by:  Councilmembers Randy Keating and Lauren Kuby.  
 
What are you looking to accomplish?  The formation of a City Manager’s Working Group would allow for exploration of 
best practices in animal welfare from other cities, specifically in areas of long-term tethering and low-cost spay and neuter 
services for Tempe companion animals and their families who may be living in poverty.  
 
Background Information:  Time and time again, Tempe residents have expressed their unwavering support for animal 
welfare laws and programs, and Tempe has much to learn from the best practices taking hold at the municipal level across 
the country. The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) reported in a 2015–16 survey that 65% of US households 
have at least one pet and 42% have more than one pet, making pet care an issue that impacts the majority of our residents.  
 
According to the US Department of Agriculture, continuous tethering or chaining of dogs is inhumane and dangerous.  
The Arizona Humane Society, which investigates cases of animal neglect and cruelty in Phoenix and Tempe, reports 
receiving thousands of calls each year regarding chained/tethered dogs who have been victims of neglect or abuse, often 
without access to regular food, water, or shelter, or who have become injured due to embedded collars or becoming tangled 
in a chain. They have stated that anti-tethering laws allow for earlier intervention, before an animal is in crisis. Additionally, 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reports that tethered dogs are nearly three times more likely to bite due to increased 
frustration, poor socialization, and territoriality. Additionally, chained dogs are more often reported for nuisance barking or for 
breaking loose and roaming freely. In Tucson and Phoenix, as well as in dozens of cities across the country, ordinances have 
been passed to address the dangers of tethering. 
 
The issue of pet overpopulation is a national concern and continues to lead to significant cost for cities like Tempe. Both the 
economic and medical benefits of spaying and neutering pets have been well-documented, but cost remains an issue for low-
income families. According to the 2015–16 HSUS study, the average amount spent on veterinary care for a single pet in a 
single year is $1289, but pets in low-income families are chronically underserved, with 87% not having been spayed or 
neutered and 77% having never seen a veterinarian. Low-cost or sliding scale programs exist, but are limited in their capacity 
and are not consistently available in Tempe.  
 
Exploring national best practices for municipal governments would allow for identification of funding mechanisms and 
community partnerships with the local veterinary community to provide a much needed service to Tempe pet owners.  
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What stakeholders should be engaged with this process?  Maricopa County Animal Care and Control, Arizona 
Humane Society, Humane Society of the US, local animal-welfare organizations as appropriate, Tempe veterinarians, Tempe 
Police Department, and City Attorney. 
 
Anticipated Timeframe and Staff Resources:  Approximately 15-20 hours of staff time are needed to gather and 
evaluate national and regional best practices and stakeholder feedback.  
 
 
 
 
 
   


