
 

 

 
 
 
Minutes of the MAYOR’S COMMISSION ON DISABILITY CONCERNS meeting 
held on Monday, July 11, 2016, 6:30 p.m. at the Tempe Public Library, 3500 S. 
Rural Road, Board Room, Tempe, Arizona 85282. 
 
 
MEMBERS Present: MEMBERS Absent:  
Chair Irene Mochel  Jeff Oats 
Vice-Chair Paul Bennewitz  Ben Campbell 
Tom Ringhofer Wendy Benz  
Kim W. Fisher via phone  Rachel Phillips 
Diane Moran  
  
 
 
Guests:  
 
None present 
 
 
Diversity Staff Present:   
 
Michele Stokes, ADA Compliance Specialist  
 

  

Minutes 
Mayor’s Commission on Disability Concerns 

July 11, 2016 
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Chair Irene Mochel called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M. 
 
 
Item 1 – Call to the Public – Please Fill out a card if you wish to Speak. 
 
No public was present. 
 
 
Item 2 - Consideration of Minutes – June 6, 2016 Minutes  
 
The June 6, 2016 CDC Minutes were APPROVED. 

Motion: Tom Ringhofer, Commissioner.  
Second: Paul Bennewitz, Vice Chair. Motion carried.   

 
 
Item 3 – Selection of Officers, Chair and Vice Chair – Staff Michele Stokes  
 
The Commissioners present unanimously agreed for Irene Mochel to serve as 
Chair and Paul Bennewitz to serve as Vice Chair for the next year.   
 
 
Item 4 - Information Access in Tempe – Needs Assessment - Comm. Kim W. 
Fisher 
 
Discussion was held on gathering more information to conduct a needs 
assessment to identify website changes that would benefit people who have 
communication, intellectual and developmental disabilities.    
 
Michele Gurrieri, Web and Design Coordinator, who is responsible for the City of 
Tempe’s web access, will be invited to speak at the August 1 meeting.  
 
 
Item 5 – 2017 Mayor’s Disability Awards – Chair Irene Mochel 
 
Three Tempe venues were researched to see if they would be willing to host the 
Awards. All three declined or were booked for that date.   
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Next year’s Awards are confirmed for the TCA Lakeside Room and the Mayor on 
April 25, 2017, 3 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.   Cookies and beverage will be ordered.  
 
Sponsors are to be engaged early.  Last year’s sponsorship materials will be 
edited by Chair Irene Mochel and changes forwarded to staff for inclusion on the 
www.tempe.gov/disabiltyawards website as soon as possible.   
 
Discussion was held on how to limit the number of attendees. The event exceeded 
room capacity last year about 25 attendees.  TCA requested that we consider 
controlling attendance by requiring everyone to register via the box office so the 
room capacity is not exceeded.  Also discussion was held on whether to reduce 
the number of awards. If there are less awards, less people attend.  
 
Follow up and points of discussion:  
 

 Staff will have available last year’s expenditures for the August 1 meeting.  

 Fund raising is crucial as the department has little funding for the event. 

 Publicity needs to stress registration is required for all attendees, including 
city staff in order to ensure we don’t exceed room capacity of 200. 

 
 

Item 6 – 2016 Annual Report – Irene Mochel 
 
Due date for the annual report was changed to November 15.   A draft will be 
submitted at the August meeting.   
 
  
Item 7–ADA Transition Plan - Vice Chair Paul Bennewitz  
 
The compiled survey information obtained through the Public Involvement Process 
and the May 4, 2016 Open house was provided.  This information will be included 
in the prioritization algorithm on what to fix first.  A plan to identify a schedule and 
funding will be generated for City Council approval.  The city is currently 
developing the scope of Phase 2 which will include much more right of way 
throughout the city, emergency management plan review, and parks.  

http://www.tempe.gov/disabiltyawards
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Item 8 – Promoting Toilet Room Access – Comm. Tom Ringhofer 
 
The issue will be promoted via Tempe Today insert for October (Ready for 
submission in August) with a statement along with other CDC activities occurring 
in October, i.e. Job Fair. A draft of the verbiage for the Tempe Today newsletter 
was provided. The verbiage may change depending on whether they require an 
article or can accept it as is.  
 
 
Item 9 – Announcements  
 
Commissioner Tom Ringhofer said that there was a problem with the sidewalk 
that Fry’s at Southern and Mill  that was recently installed. It ends in a hard curb.   
Staff will follow up.  
 

  
Motion to adjourn: Vice Chair Paul Bennewitz 
Second:  Comm. Tom Ringhofer 
Motion Carried - Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for August 1, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: Michele Stokes  
 
Reviewed by: Rosa Inchausti 
 
 

 
Rosa Inchausti, Office of Strategic Management and Diversity Director 


