
Tempe’s Work to End 
Homelessness 

A collaborative regional approach 



Purpose 

 The current state of homelessness in Tempe 

 Collaborations to end homelessness 

 Strategy for ending homelessness 



Current State of Homelessness  

 Homelessness is complex 

 Encompasses all social issues  

 Immediate issues in our parks 

 Chronic homelessness is one subset of people experiencing 
homelessness 

 



Tempe’s Coordinated Effort 

 Multi-Pronged Approach to 
Public Spaces 

 PD, Public Works 

     and Human Services 

 

 City Manager Working Group 
on Housing First 

 Homeless Town Hall 

 

 TCC Round Table 

 

 Tempe Homeless Coalition 
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Park Cleanups 

 Police Department, Public Works and Human Services 

 31 tons of trash removed 

 400+ labor hours 



Everyone Experiences 
Homelessness 

 
Children 
&Youth 
•Runaways 
•LGBTQ 
•Aging out of 
foster care 

•Child 
welfare 
involved 

•Education 

 
Families 
•Deep 
poverty 

•Job loss 
•Lack of 
affordable 
housing 
 

 
Individual 
Adults  
•Serious 
mental 
illness 

•Chronic 
health 
issues 

•Disabilities 

 
Aging 
Adults  
•Fixed 
incomes 

•Healthcare 
costs 

•Disability 
•Lack of 
family 
support 
 

 
Domestic 
Violence 
Survivors 
•Safe, 
secure, 
stable 
housing 

 
Veterans 
•PTSD 
•Serious 
mental 
illness 

•Challenges 
holding a 
job 
 

   



Chronic Homelessness 

7 

10% 

50% 

90% 

50% 

Population Resources

10% of the homeless population consumes over 50% 
of the resources 

Individuals experiencing 
chronic homelessness are 
heavy users of costly 
public resources, 
including : 
• Emergency medical 

services  
• Psychiatric treatment 
• Detox facilities  
• Shelters 
• Law Enforcement 
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Other homeless 
subpopulations 

Chronically 
homeless 



Housing First Philosophy 



Collective Impact  
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Strategy 

 Prioritization and targeting resources to address the issue 

 

 Strategy  

 Collaborative data collection and evaluation 

 Prioritize chronic homelessness 

 Strengthen Tempe’s homeless response system 

 Support the work of the Tempe Homeless Coalition 

 Integrate City Manager Housing First Work Group   

 Connect to the regional effort 

 Holistic and solution focused 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion  

 

 Coordinated efforts within the city 

 Strengthening  regional collaborations 

 City Manager Working Groups 

 Refining the strategy 



Council Input 
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