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City of Tempe

Date: October 13, 2016

To: Mayor and City Council

From: Brigitta Kuiper, City Clerk

Subject:  Early Voting Dates at the Tempe Public Library

Councilmember Kuby has requested that Early Voting (EV) at the Tempe Public Library be expanded to include
several Saturdays leading up to the November 8, 2016 General Election. As the requested change in dates is a
departure from current practice, this item is being submitted to the City Council for consideration and direction.

Staff reached out to the Maricopa County Elections Department (MCED) and the Deputy Community Services
Director — Library Services, Kathy Husser, to determine if the change in EV dates was feasible; both entities are
able to provide the resources necessary for EV on Saturdays.

Currently, EV dates and hours of operation at the Library are Monday thru Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
and Thursday and Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. These days and hours were in effect for the last City election
cycle and coincide with the Library’s hours of operation. Arizona State University’s EV site mirrors these hours in
order to provide consistency to the Tempe community.

Should the City Council wish to proceed with Saturday EV hours at the Library, staff recommends that the Library
site be opened for two Saturdays, October 22, and October 29, 2016, from 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. These dates and
hours are based on, and consistent with, other Maricopa County EV locations, and allow for adequate time to set
up and breakdown the voting equipment within the Library’s current hours of operation.

The additional EV staff costs for the site are minimal and can be absorbed into the elections budget. The
elections budget would also cover additional Library staffing costs and security if necessary.

If the Library’s EV dates are expanded to include Saturdays, additional communications would be necessary to
alert the public of the change and to update the EV information provided in the City’s Informational Pamphlet,
which was received by voter households beginning October 1, 2016.

Staff is also seeking direction concerning the EV dates and hours of operation for future City elections, so that the
City’s agreement with MCED for elections services can be modified appropriately.

Staff will be present at the October 13, 2016 Work Study Session to respond to questions from Councilmembers.



