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CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (COW) Meeting Date: 10/13/2016
New Item for Review and Consideration Agenda Item: 4B1

Issue Description: Local Opioid Epidemic Plan

Presented by: Councilmember Navarro

What are you looking to accomplish? Develop a comprehensive local response to the growing opioid epidemic
through education and awareness, treatment and community wellness, and public safety and law enforcement.

Background Information: As a member of the National League of Cities (NLC)/National Association of Counties
(NACo)'s Opioid Task Force, I've been introduced to the serious epidemic of opioid use and its dangerous effects on
individual health, families, and communities. Over the span of 10 days in August 2016, media sources reported 174 opioid
overdoses in 6 days in a city in Ohio; 8 overdoses in 70 minutes in a county in Pennsylvania; and 26 overdoses in 3.5 hours
in a West Virginia City.!

In Tempe, we have experienced a nearly 100% increase in overdose cases since 2011, reported by the Tempe Fire Medical
Rescue Department use of Naloxone, the overdose antidote also known as Narcan.

This issue aligns with City Council priorities #1 and #3 as it pertains to making an investment in human services to ensure a
safe and healthy community.

What stakeholders should be engaged with this process? Police, Fire, Human Services, Tempe Coalition,
Schools, Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG), and other social services organizations and community members.

Anticipated Timeframe and Staff Resources: 30 hours

1 Statistics cited by the NLC/NACo
The Tempe City Council is committed to:

1. Ensuring a safe and secure community through a commitment to public safety and justice.

2. Developing and maintaining a strong community connection by emphasizing the importance of open government,
customer service and communication with community members.

3. Enhancing the quality of life for all Tempe residents and workers through investment in neighborhoods, parks,
the arts, human services, and city amenities, with an emphasis on equity and diversity.

4. Implementing sustainable growth and development strategies, including improving Tempe’s public transit system
to meet future needs, by actively seeking innovative technologies and leading the way in creating a more
sustainable community.

5. Maintaining long term financial stability and vitality by focusing on economic development, business retention
and generating employment to create a robust and diverse economic base.



