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Historic Marker Wording — 4 Plaques for 50 year history (EImore Plaque is separate)

Era I: The ASU College of Architecture, 1966 -- 1969

Dean James Elmore challenged the college faculty by “Let’s do something with the river.” Professor Robert
McConnell led his fifth year studio class of 16 students in visualizing the conversion of a 40-mile section of the
Salt River from a scar to an urban park and a civic asset of the Phoenix metropolitan area (Use Graphic — Map).
The result was entitled The Rio Salado Project. In March of 1967, Dean Elmore arranged for a presentation of
the concept to community and business leaders.

1966 Rio Salado Design Class

Professor Robert McConnell
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Steve Freeman Ben Lee Gerry Maskulka Marco Monacchio
Leland Peters Ned Sawyer Jim Scalise Art Truter

Encouraged by the response, studio classes in 1967 and 1968 designed projects that explored, in greater detail,
a limited segment of the river just north of the ASU campus. In a day-long conference, on November 7, 1969, the
Project was presented to public officials, community civic leaders and interested businesses. Valley Forward
(now Arizona Forward) was nominated to assume responsibility for coordination and implementation of the Rio
Salado Project.

Era ll: Valley Forward Association, 1970 — 1980
(Expanded statewide in 2013, now operating as Arizona Forward)

Valley Forward was formed in 1969 to foster cooperative efforts to improve the region’s
environmental quality and economic vitality. James Elmore, a founding member, was appointed chair
of its Rio Salado Project Steering Committee. Valley Forward provided a master plan for the entire 40-
mile length of the project.

In 1977, the College of Architecture received $17K from the Corps of Engineers to study the
recreational benefits that would be possible with flood control. It identified such things as a marina,
stables, golf (Karsten), trails and water related activities.

During this Era, Jim Elmore was the continual driving force within Valley Forward so as to bring
about the next era. Today, Arizona Forward continues to support Rio Salado and river restoration projects
statewide.
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Era lll: The Rio Salado Development District, 1980 -- 1987

Valley Forward officers successfully lobbied The Arizona Legislature to establish the Rio Salado
Development District. Its goal was to determine the feasibility, prepare a master plan, and recommend
a funding mechanism. In 1981, Timothy R. Bray was employed as the initial Executive Director to
implement Arizona’s Legislative action previously approved in 1980. A 15 member Board of Directors
represented the Cities of Mesa, Tempe and Phoenix, Maricopa County and the State of Arizona.

A master plan was commissioned that would revitalize the Salt River channel from Mesa west
through Phoenix. Objectives were: to clarify feasibility issues on flood control, management, water
supply, mining of sand and gravel, etc. Also determine costs, benefits and revenues and recommend a
funding mechanism for the entire project.

The intent was that the Rio Salado Project would be one enormous development, operated
through many years like a private enterprise, but for the public benefit.

The District put the proposal to the Maricopa County voters. A separately funded campaign
organization promoted the Project all across the valley. In the 1987 election, the proposal failed by a
2:1 margin.

Era IV: Development by the Riverside Cities Along the Salt River, 1987 — 2017

At the dedication of this historical marker, 50 years have elapsed since the Rio Salado Project concept
was born in 1966. Of the riverside cities, the City of Tempe has implemented the most. Phoenix has
created a remarkable habitat restoration project that is now home to the Nina Mason Pulliam Rio
Salado Audubon Center, and Mesa has begun restoration of the Va Shly'Ay Akimel Salt River Ecosystem
in partnership with the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. (The wording of this Era will be
expanded and coordinated with Harry Mitchell, Neil Giuliano, Steve Nielsen and the Phoenix and Mesa
Planning Offices.)

Tempe
The mayors and city council have supported the Project
1975 - Established the Rio Salado Parkway
1979 - Established the Rio Salado Advisory Commission
1982 - The Rio Salado Overlay District
1988 - Appointed a Rio Salado Project Manager- Steve Nielsen
1989-92 - The river was channelized
1993 - Built the northbound Mill Ave bridge
1999 - Filled the lake

Phoenix
Central Avenue developments. Audubon facility.

Mesa



