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ARTICLE I. DEFINITIONS, PENALTIES, APPLICATION 
 
Sec. 7-1. Definitions.  
 
The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this chapter:  
  

Bicycle: A device propelled by human power which any person may ride, having two (2) 
tandem wheels or having three (3) wheels in contact with the ground.  
 

Bicycle lane: Any portion of a roadway designated for bicycle use and defined by pavement 
markings, curbs, signs or other traffic-control devices.  
 

Dealer: A retail distributor of new or secondhand bicycles.  
(Ord. No. 87.24, 1-14-88; Ord. No. 88.42, § 1, 6-30-88; Ord. No. 94.34, 5-11-95; Ord. No. 2013.38, 
7-30-13) 
 
 Light motorized vehicle: All gas or electric powered, two- or three-wheeled vehicles with a 
gross weight of less than 120 pounds and a maximum speed of 35 miles per hour that is not an 
electric bicycle or an Electric Personal Assistance Mobility Device.   
 

Electric bicycle:  A two- or three-wheeled vehicle with fully operable pedals and an electric 
motor of no more than 750 watts (1 h.p.), whose maximum speed on a paved level surface, when 
powered solely by such a motor is 20 mph. 

 
 Electric personal assistance mobility device:  A self-balancing, two non-tandem, wheeled 
device with an electric propulsion system that limits the maximum speed of the device to 15 miles 
per hour or less and that is designed to transport only one person.  
  

ARTICLE V. OPERATION 
 
Sec. 7-51. Parking of bicycles or light motorized vehicles.  
 

No person shall park a bicycle, light motorized vehicle, electric personal assistance mobility 
device, or electric bicycle upon a bikeway, or upon the sidewalk, except in such manner as to afford 
the least obstruction to pedestrians and bicycles.  
(Ord. No. 87.24, 1-14-88)  
 
Sec. 7-52. Riding on sidewalks or bicycle lanes.  



 
(a) The city traffic engineer is authorized to erect or place signs on any sidewalk or roadway, 

prohibiting the riding of bicycles, electric bicycles or light motorized vehicles thereon by any person; 
and when such signs are in place, no person shall disobey same.  

 
(b) Whenever any person is riding a bicycle, electric bicycle or light motorized vehicle upon 

a sidewalk, such person shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian or Electric Personal Assistance 
Mobility Device and should give audible signal before overtaking and passing such pedestrian or 
Electric Personal Assistance Mobility Device.   

 
(c) No person shall ride or operate a bicycle, electric bicycle or light motorized vehicle in any 

direction except that permitted by vehicular traffic on the same side of the roadway where the 
sidewalk or bicycle lane exists; provided that bicycles, electric bicycles or light motorized vehicles 
may proceed either way where signs or pavement markings on the sidewalk, bikeway or bicycle lane 
appear designating two-way traffic.  

 
(d) Any person riding a bicycle, electric bicycle or light motorized vehicle on a bikeway, 

sidewalk or bicycle path that is about to enter or cross a roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all 
traffic on such roadway.  
(Ord. No. 87.24, 1-14-88)  
 
 (e) In accordance with state law (ARS 28-908), a person operating an electric personal 
assistance mobility device has all of the rights and duties that are applicable to pedestrians except 
provisions that, by their nature, can have no application. Electric personal assistance mobility devices 
may be operated on sidewalks, shared paths, multi-use paths, and in bicycle lanes. No person shall 
ride or operate an Electric Personal Assistance Mobility Device in bicycle lanes in any direction 
except that permitted by vehicular traffic on the same side of the roadway.  
 

(f) It shall be unlawful to use an Electric Personal Mobility Assistance Device to carry more 
persons at one time that the number for which it is designed and equipped. 

 
(g) An Electric Personal Mobility Assistance Device that is used at nighttime shall have a 

lamp on the front that emits a white light visible from a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet to 
the front and a red reflector or red lamp in the rear of a type that is visible from all distances from 
fifty (50) feet to three hundred (300) to the rear.  
 
Sec. 7-53. Driving vehicles across sidewalks.  
 
 No person shall drive a vehicle upon or across a sidewalk except to enter or leave the 
roadway and only after giving the right-of-way to all bicycles, electric bicycles, light motorized 
vehicles, electric personal assistance mobility devices, or pedestrians lawfully upon the sidewalk.  
(Ord. No. 87.24, 1-14-88)  
 
Sec. 7-54. Bikeways-establishment and signs.  
 
 The city traffic engineer is authorized to erect or place signs upon any street in the city 
indicating the existence of a bikeway and otherwise regulating the operation and use of vehicles and 



bicycles with respect thereto, so long as the same are consistent with this chapter. When such signs 
are in place, no person shall disobey the same.  
(Ord. No. 87.24, 1-14-88)  
 
Sec. 7-55.  Light motorized vehicles and electric bicycles.   
 
 Upon a roadway where motor vehicles are permitted, a person may drive a light motorized 
vehicle or electric bicycle in any lane designated for use of bicycles. 
 

ARTICLE VI.  LIGHT MOTORIZED VEHICLES 
 

Sec. x-x. Regulating light motorized vehicles: purpose and intent. 
  

The state of Arizona has granted municipalities express authority to regulate or prohibit the 
operation of light motorized vehicles. It is the purpose and intent of this article to provide for the 
regulation of light motorized vehicles and to protect the safety of pedestrians, bicyclists, motor 
vehicle drivers and operators of light motorized vehicles. It is in the public interest to regulate the use 
of light motorized vehicles by prohibiting their use on public sidewalks when the helper motor is 
engaged.  
 
Sec. x-x. Applicability of traffic laws.  
 
 (a) In the City of Tempe, a person riding a light motorized vehicle is granted all of the rights 
and is subject to all of the duties applicable to a bicycle rider under state and local law. The light 
motorized vehicle must operate in compliance with any speed restrictions.  
 
 (b) Light motorized vehicles that are operated at speeds in excess of twenty (20) miles per 
hour are regulated by state law. When riding in bicycle lanes or in traffic lanes, light motorized 
vehicles must comply with state traffic requirements and speed restrictions.  
 
Sex. x-x. Light motorized vehicles must yield right of way.  
 
 A person driving a light motorized vehicle on a crosswalk, multi-use path or shared path must 
yield the right of way to any pedestrian or horse and shall slow to five (5) miles per hour and 
communicate with the pedestrian or rider before overtaking or passing any horse.  
 
Sec. x-x. Prohibited operation. 
 

a) It shall be unlawful for a person under sixteen (16) years of age to operate a light motorized 
vehicle.  
 

b) It shall be unlawful to operate a light motorized vehicle on any public sidewalk when the 
helper motor is engaged. If a bicycle lane is available, a light motorized vehicle with an 
engaged helper motor must use the bicycle lane or the roadway.  
 

c) It shall be unlawful to use a light motorized vehicle to carry more persons at one time that the 
number for which it is designed and equipped.  
 



d) It shall be unlawful to ride a light motorized vehicle where signs are posted prohibiting 
bicycling.   
 

e) When traveling in a bicycle lane or street, a light motorized vehicle may not be operated at 
speeds in excess of twenty eight (28) miles per hour, or the posted speed limit, whichever is 
lower.  
 

f) When traveling on a shared path or multi-use path, light motorized vehicles may not be 
operated at speeds in excess of twenty (20) miles per hour.   
 

Sec. x-x. Helmet use requirement. 
 
 No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall operate a light motorized vehicle or be a 
passenger on a light motorized vehicle, ride in a restraining seat attached to a motorized bicycle or 
tricycle or ride in a trailer towed by a light motorized vehicle, unless the person in wearing a properly 
fitted and fastened bicycle helmet which meets the current standards of the American National 
Standards Institute for protective head gear.   
 
Sec. x-x. Nighttime use requirements.  
 

A light motorized vehicle that is used at nighttime shall have a lamp on the front that emits a 
white light visible from a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet to the front and a red reflector or 
red lamp in the rear of a type that is visible from all distances from fifty (50) feet to three hundred 
(300) to the rear. 

 
Sec. x-x. Violation declared a civil traffic violation.  
 

a) Violation of this article shall constitute a civil traffic violation punishable by a mandatory 
minimum fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00).  
 

b) All complaints for violations of this article shall be issued and adjudicated in accordance with 
the Arizona Rules of Procedure in civil traffic violation cases and applicable state and local 
laws.  
 

ARTICLE VII.  ELECTRIC BICYCLES 
 

Sec. x-x. Regulating electric bicycles: purpose and intent. 
 
 Pursuant to A.R.S. § 28-2516(B), the state of Arizona has granted municipalities express 
authority to regulate or prohibit the operation of bicycles that are equipped with electric motors. It is 
the purpose and intent of this article to provide for the regulation of electric bicycles and to protect 
the safety of pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicle drivers and operators of electric bicycles. It is in 
the public interest to regulate the use of electric bicycles by prohibiting their use on public sidewalks 
when the electric motor is engaged.  
 
Sec. x-x. Applicability of traffic laws.  



In the City of Tempe, a person riding an electric bicycle is granted all of the rights and is 
subject to all of the duties applicable to a bicycle rider under state and local law. An electric bicycle 
must abide by all speed restrictions, including speed limitations on shared paths or multi-use paths. 

 
Sec. x-x. Electric bicycles must yield right of way.  
 
 A person riding an electric bicycle on a crosswalk, multi-use path or shared path must yield 
the right of way to any pedestrian or horse and shall slow to five (5) miles per hour and communicate 
with the pedestrian or rider before overtaking or passing any horse.  
 
Sec. x-x. General Rules for Electric Bicycles. 
 

a) An electric bicycle shall comply with the equipment and manufacturing requirements for bicycles 
adopted by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission (16 C.F.R. part 1512). 
 

b) It shall be unlawful to use an electric bicycle to carry more persons at one time that the 
number for which it is designed or equipped.  
 

c) It shall be unlawful to ride an electric bicycle where signs are posted prohibiting bicycling.   
 

d) It shall be unlawful to operate an electric bicycle on any public sidewalk when the electric 
motor is engaged.  
 

e) When traveling in a bicycle lane or street, an electric bicycle may not be operated at speeds in 
excess of twenty eight (28) miles per hour, or the posted speed limit, whichever is lower.  
 

f) An electric bicycle may be used in all places where bicycles are permitted to travel, including 
shared paths and multi-use paths.   
 

g) An electric bicycle must abide by all speed restrictions on shared paths on multi-use paths.  
When traveling on a shared path or multi-use path, an electric bicycle may not be operated at 
speeds in excess of twenty (20) miles per hour.   
 

h) It shall be unlawful for a person under sixteen (16) years of age to operate an electric bicycle. 
A person under the age of sixteen (16) may ride as a passenger on an electric bicycle that is 
designed to accommodate passengers. 
 

i) All class 3 electric bicycles must be equipped with a speedometer that displays the speed the 
electric bicycle is traveling in miles per hour 

 
Sec. x-x. Helmet use requirement. 
 
 No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall operate an electric bicycle or be a passenger 
on an electric unless the person in wearing a properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet which meets 
the current standards of the American National Standards Institute for protective head gear.   
 
Sec. x-x. Nighttime use requirements.  
 



An electric bicycle that is used at nighttime shall have a lamp on the front that emits a white 
light visible from a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet to the front and a red reflector in the 
rear of a type that is visible from all distances from fifty (50) feet to three hundred (300) to the rear. 

  
Sec. x-x. Violation declared a civil traffic violation.  
 

c) Violation of this article shall constitute a civil traffic violation punishable by a mandatory 
minimum fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00).  
 

d) All complaints for violations of this article shall be issued and adjudicated in accordance with 
the Arizona Rules of Procedure in civil traffic violation cases and applicable state and local 
laws.  

 


