
  

 
 

 

 
Minutes 

Tempe Family Justice Commission 
September 20, 2016 

 
Minutes for the Tempe Family Justice Commission Meeting held on September 20, 
2016 at 6:00 PM at the Tempe Public Library, Connections Café Classroom, 3500 
South Rural Road Tempe, Arizona 85282. 

 
Commission Members Present 
 
Karyn Lathan, Chair 
Angel Carbajal 
Ilene L. Dode 
Andi Fetzner 
Patrick C. Foster 
Kimberly Frick 
Judith Homer 
Beatrice “Bunny” Kastenbaum 
Bill Richardson 
Margaret “Peggy” Tinsley 
 
Commission Members Absent 
 
Kristen Scharlau 
 
Staff Present 
 
Paul Bentley, Human Services Deputy Director 
Valerie Kime Trujillo, Human Services Deputy Director 
 
Item 1 – Meeting called to order at 6:06 PM 
 
Item 2 – Attendance  
 
Item 3 – Public Appearances – None Present 
 
Item 4 – Review and Approval of August 23, 2016 Minutes 
 
Motion by Commission Member Angel Carbajal to approve minutes; second by 
Commission Member Margaret “Peggy” Tinsley. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 



  

 
 

Item 5 – Chair Remarks 
Chair Karyn Lathan reported the City Council recently approved newest member 
Kimberly Frick for the Arizona State University Faculty Member vacancy. Commission 
Member Kimberly Frick introduced herself to the Commission; she currently oversees 
sexual violence prevention efforts at Arizona State University. Chair Karyn Lathan 
expressed she would like to see the Commission more involved in the community and 
recently signed up for Diversity Dialogues. The Diversity Dialogue program is a series of 
meetings which will foster community dialogue about diversity issues, cultural tolerance 
and inclusion.  The Diversity Dialogue program is a collaboration of the Tempe Human 
Relations Commission and the Tempe Diversity Office.  It is designed to foster 
community dialogues in Tempe in which issues of diversity are discussed. Chair Karyn 
Lathan recently learned about Challenge Day; Commission Member Angel Carbajal 
explained to the Commission the details of Challenge Day which focuses on anti-
bullying and connecting students on a different level. Schools select students who 
participate. It is hosted at Tempe Union schools and funded by the Tempe Police 
Department. 
 
Item 6 – Vice Chair Appointment – Discussion and Approval 
 
Commission Member Angel Carbajal filed a motion to nominate Commission Member 
Bill Richardson; motion seconded; Commission Member Bill Richardson accepted as 
the new Family Justice Commission Vice Chair. 
 
Item 7 – Present Legal Definitions of Data – Commission Member Angel Carbajal  
 
Commission Member Angel Carbajal shared with the Commission a list of resources for 
victims compiled by Commission Member Kristen Scharlau and added the list consists 
of agencies frequently used by Care 7 and is categorized. This list establishes a 
comprehensive list of agencies involved in working with victims as stated in the strategic 
plan. (Attachment included) 
 
Commission Member Angel Carbajal developed a report containing results of data as 
stated in the strategic plan. The report consists of crime data for sexual related 
offenses, aggravated assault (felony) – domestic violence related, and misdemeanor 
assault – domestic violence related. Accompanying the report are legal definitions from 
the Arizona Revised Statute. (Attachment included) 
 
The Tempe Police Department was recently approved by City Council to hire two (2) 
Full-Time, Temporary Sexual Assault Investigators and are assisting with testing sexual 
assault kits, interview rooms will be remodeled to cater to children in creating a “much 
friendlier environment” and an additional room will be remodeled to better accommodate 
victims. The Commission acknowledges numbers of reported crimes against children 
are low and would like to explore why these crimes are under reported and what the 
Commission can do to encourage reporting. 
 
Item 8 – City Council Report – November Update 
 



  

 
 

Deputy Director Paul Bentley reviewed the City Council Report to Mayor and Council. 
Staff is requesting specific feedback on the Commissions Mission Statement, 
Accomplishments over the past twelve (12) months and goals related to City Councils 
Strategic Priorities for the next twelve (12) months. The City Council Priorities are as 
follows: safe and secure communities, strong community connections, quality of life, 
sustainable growth and development, and financial stability and vitality. 
The Commission discussed adopting the mission statement created at the Strategic 
Planning session; The Mission of the Family Justice Commission is to provide advice, 
recommendations, and guidance to the Mayor and City Council that promotes a 
coordinated community response to issues related to domestic and sexual violence. 
Motion filed by to adopt the mission statement as stated in the Family Justice 
Commission Strategic Plan; motion seconded; Motion passed unanimously.  
 
The Family Justice Commission accomplishments over the last twelve (12 months) are 
as follows: created and implemented the Family Justice Commission Strategic Plan, 
requested and received key data measures and have begun analysis, created a 
comprehensive communication with experts in the field, began to provide feedback and 
directions related to Commission priorities to Tempe Police Department and Care 7, 
Commission was trained on Open Meeting Laws by the City Clerk, and a new Vice 
Chair was appointed. 
 
The Family Justice Commission discussed adopting the goals created at the Strategic 
Planning session and are as follows: Research “best practices”, identify 
data/terminology, report collected and analyzed data, present skeletal plan to council, 
have regular reporting to Mayor/Council every quarter (with yearly plan and an ask), 
create a list of stakeholders, finished feasibility study, finished budget, create education 
piece (training, PR…), tour advocacy centers, encourage Council to initiate and fund the 
necessary steps, provide Council with “Step 1”, market feasibility study, and deliver 
community story tour. 
 
Item 9 – Strategic Planning Update 
 
The Commission discussed the strategic directions and updated the new Commission 
Members on the strategic plan progress; currently, the strategic directions are in 
progress. Commission Members Angel Carbajal and Kristen Scharlau have 
accomplished the strategic direction “report collected and analyzed data”. 
 
Item 10 – Future Agenda Items 
 

• Strategic Planning Update – Wydale Holmes 
• City Council Report – Finalize and Approve 
• Arizona State University Annual Safety Report – Commission Member Patrick 

Foster 

Item 11 – Meeting Schedule and location 

Item 12 – Adjournment – Motion filed to adjourn; Motion passed unanimously  



  

 
 

 
Next meeting: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 at 6:00 PM – Tempe Public Library, 
Connections Café Classroom 
 
Minutes prepared by: Melissa Placencia 
Reviewed by: Paul Bentley 
 
 
 
______________________________________________ 
Karyn Lathan, 
Chair, Tempe Family Justice Commission 
 




























