
RIGHT OF WAY PERMITSRIGHT OF WAY PERMITS
FOR UTILITIESFOR UTILITIES

Technology, Economic & 
Community Development 
Council Committee
February 18, 2011



City Utilities In Right-of-Way (ROW)

Water 

Sewer 

Storm Drain

Flood Irrigation 

Telecommunication

Chilled Water 

Traffic Signal Conduits and Loops



Non-City Utilities In The ROW
Power (2)
Cable
Phone
Gas (3)
Telecommunication (14)
Phoenix Val Vista Water Transmission Main
Multi-City Shared Trunk Sewers 
ASU Utility Crossings
SRP Irrigation
Private Utility Crossings



Rules Governing Use of ROW

City Codes

Utility Franchise Agreements or License Agreements

Arizona Revised Statues

Arizona Corporation Commission

Federal Telecommunications Act



Engineering Division Permits  For 
Construction In ROW



Engineering Division Permits  For 
Construction In ROW

DRAINAGE
PAVING
WATER
SEWER
STREET LIGHTS
FLOODPLAIN
MISCELLANEOUS TRENCHING
DRY UTILITY
POTHOLE INVESTIGATION



Typical Utility Construction

10th Place and 
Edward



Typical Utility Construction

Power

Water Line

Gas
Sewer

Telecommunication

Telecommunication

Telecommunication
Telecommunication

Telecommunication



Typical Utility Construction

Sewer

Water Line

Sewer

Legend
ROW Line

Storm Drain

Gas

Power

Telecommunications

University Drive 
and Rural Road



Typical Alley Construction

Sewer

Legend
ROW Line

Telecommunications

16 foot Alley

Service Pedestal

Solid Waste 
Container



Typical Utility Construction

Conduits are installed in the ROW by two methods 
– Trench or Bore 

Bluestake Law requires any excavation (trench or 
bore) to be performed in “Careful and Prudent 
Manner” and carefully exposing any existing utility 
within 24-inches of the new conduit



Typical Utility Construction

OPEN TRENCH BORE



Typical Utility Profile

Street Surface

Water Line

Sewer
Legend

Storm Drain

Gas

Power

Telecommunications

3 feet 
below 
street

6 feet 
below 
street



Typical Vacuum Excavation (Potholing)



Typical Utility Permit Process
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Utility Permit Application

Engineering Division 
Reviews the Permit Submittal

Plans Approved/ Permit 
Issued

On Site Construction Meeting

Inspections of Construction

Final Inspection after 
Restoration

Pothole Investigation Permit 
Application

Engineering Division Reviews 
the Permit Submittal

Pothole Investigation Permit 
Issued

Potholes Excavated/ Bore 
Profile Designed



Utility Permits Issued Past 5 Years
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DRY UTILITY PERMITS
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Expedited Process

Expedited undergrounding in order to 
restore service

Expedited plan review and inspection in 
order for utility company to meet customer 
commitments



Plans Approved/ Permit 
Issued

Conditional Approval of 
Plans/ Pothole Permit Issued

Engineering Division Reviews 
the Permit Submittal

Utility and Pothole Investigation 
Permit Application

Expedited Utility Permit Process

Review of the Proposed 
Conduit Pathway Only

Typical Utility Permit Process
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Utility Permit Application

On Site Pre-Construction 
Meeting

Inspections of Construction

Final Inspection after 
Restoration

Pothole Investigation Permit 
Application

Engineering Division Reviews 
the Permit Submittal

Pothole Investigation Permit 
Issued

Potholes Excavated/ Bore 
Profile Designed

On Site Approval of Design/ 
Utility Permit Revised



Example of Bore Installation

Street Surface

Water Line

Sewer
Legend

Storm Drain

Gas

Power

Telecommunications

3 feet 
below 
street

6 feet 
below 
street



Temporary Lines To Restore Service

Falls under Emergency Permit category

Temporary could mean a year or longer

Utility companies are not reporting when and where a 
temporary line was installed

Emergency permit intended for significant service 
impacts requiring excavation – temporary lines are 
placed by service technicians without excavation 



Temporary Lines to Restore Service



Enforcement Procedures

Current Enforcement for Permitted Work
Correction Notice 
Notice & Order To Comply 

Stop Work Order

Current Penalty for Non-Compliance is an 
Investigation Fee



POLICY ISSUES

Establishment of enforcement program for timely 
removal of temporary lines

Enforcement Penalties

Charging Fees for Expedited Process



Questions?


